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In the summer of 1975, we 
purchased a piece of property on the 
Maitland River approximately 5 miles 
downstream from the Town of 
Wingham. This property had 
originally been severed off in the 
1870's as a mill site and consisted of 
approximately 2Vz acres in the middle 
of a concession block. The river 
frontage is about 800 feet with a 
flood plain gravel bar that is over 100 
feet wide during times of normal 
water level. This gravel bar is often 
covered by up to 10 or more feet of 
water during the spring run off and 
the occasional summer and fall floods 
caused by excessive rain falls. During 
the spring run off the ice floes sweep 
away the previous year's vegetation 
cover similiar to prairie fires reuslting 
in numerous prairie species growing 
along the river flats. 

The river travels through mostly 


farm land and we have found that rain 
falls in excess of 2/3 inches over a 
one to two day period will cause a Vz 
foot or more rise in the river level 
within a 36-48 hour period. There are 
no flood control dams on the 
Mailtand River so that the rate of 
flow is not controlled. 

The property is in the Township 
of East Wawanosh, Huron County 
about V/z miles south of bruce 
County. Our property is mainly river 
bottom land and a gravel bar. The 
surrounding land rises about 50/150 
feet above the river creating a deep 
sheltered valley which is surrounded 
by com and bean fields. 

The hillside to the west of the 
banding cabin is an old cow pasture 
that has not been grazed for over 15 
years. The vegetation has been 
regenerating with White Cedar, White 
Ash and Balsam Poplar trees making 
a good come back. Several strong 
springs rise out of the hillside, 
creating wet, almost fen-like, 
meadows where Indian Plantain, 
Cotton Grass and Closed Gentian is 
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found. The sub-soil under about 6" of 
black muck is a heavy clay containing 
a large portion of small pieces of 
limestone. Great Lobelia, Smartweed, 
Crested Shield Fern and Marsh Fem 
are also found in this area. 

To the north of the property is a 
dry upland hardwood bush of Hard 
Maple, American Beech and White 
Ash. Spicebush has been found here. 

Towards the south is river bottom 
land that usually flood each spring. 
The soil is rich silt. Several 
Hackberrry trees and very large Blue 
Beech trees are found near the river 
bank. Some of the Blue Beech are 10- 
12" in diameter. I have found over 
5000 twinleaf plants in this area along 
with Michigan Lilies over 7 feet tall. 
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Where ever the Twinieaf is growing, 
there are also good stands of White 
Trout Lilies. 

Between the cabin and the river 
the cover is mainly White Cedar, 
Hemlock and Yellow Birch with some 
Black Ash mixed in growing in damp 
black muck on top of the heavy 
limestone mixed clay. Right along the 
river bank, which is drier, silted 
soils, are Red Ash, Basswod and 
Black Cherry. 

The following list of plants, 
which is remarkable for this rtnall 
area, has been compiled by visits to 
the property by Joe Johnson of 
Wiarton and Tom Lobb of Clinton. 


This list was compiled from a list 
made in the early 80's by Joe Johnson 
and several visits in the fall of 1994 
by om Lobb. I am indebted to these 
two fine botanists for volunteering 
their time and effort in putting the list 
together. 

So far, no concentrated effort has 
been done on the grasses, sedges and 
violets. Consequently another 100 
species is quite possible for the 
property. In addition, it seems that 
new species of other plants are being 
added on with each visit by these 
botanists. 

Several plant species found are 
considered rare or endangered either 


for Huron county or for Ontario and 
are marked with • on the list. Kindly 
note the wide variety of species. 
There are several southerly Carolinian 
species present such as the Twinieaf 
and Spicebush, northern species such 
as Nodding Trillium and Goldthread, 
fen plants such as the Indian-plantain 
and prairie species such as the Prairie 
Loosestrife and Cord Grass. Rare 
species include patches of Lizard's-tail 
of which some are 100 feet long and 
the early Shining Ladies’-tresses. Even 
one of the province's most poisonous 
plants, the Spotted Water-hemlock, 
grows on the property. $ 


Maitland River Bird Observatory 

Vascular Plants 


Field Horsetail 
Variegated Scouring-rush 

Cinnamon Fem 
American Royal Fem 
Eastern Bracken 

Northern Maidenhair Fem 
Northeastern Lady Fem 

Silvery Glade Fem 

Bulblet Fem 

Spinulose Wood Fem 

Crested Wood Fem 

Glandular Wood Fem 

Marginal Wood Fem 

Sensitive Fem 
Christmas Fem 

Marsh Fem 

American Yew 


Equisetum arvense L. 

Equisetum variegatum 
Schleicher 

Osmunda cinnamomea L. 
Osmunda regalis L. 
Pteridium aquilinum (L.) 
Kuhn 

Adiantum pedatum L. 
Athyrium filix-femma (L.) 
Roth 

Athyrium thelypterioides 
(Michx.) Desv 
Cystopteris bulbifera (L.) 
Bemh. 

Dryopteris carthusiana 
(Villars) Fuchs 
Dryopteris cristata (L.) A. 
Gray 

Dryopteris intermedia 
(Muhl.) A. Gray 
Dryopteris ,r rginalis (L.) 
A. Gray 

Onoclea sen: >Uis L. 
Polystichumacrostichoides 
(Mi.) Schott 

Thelypteris palustris 

(Salisb.) Schott 

Taxus canadensis Marshall 


Eastern Hemlock 

White Cedar 
Common Cattail 

• Illinois Pondweed 

Sago Pondweed 
Common Arrowhead 
Rice Cut Grass 

Reed Canary Grass 
Cord Grass 
Jack-in-the-pulpit 

Skunk Cabbage 

Water Star-grass 

Wild Garlic 
Wild Leek 
Asparagus 

• White trout Lily 
Yellow Trout Lily 

Michigan Lily 
Wild Lily-of-the-valley 

False Sclomon's-seal 

Starry False Solomon's-seai 


Tsuga canadensis (L.) 
Carriere 

Thuja occidentalis L. 
Typha latifolia L. 
Potamogeton illinoensis 
Morong 

Potamogeton pectinatus L. 
Sagittaria latifolia L. 
Leersia oryzoides (L.) 

Swartz 

P ha laris arundinacea L. 
Spartina pectinata Link 
Arisaema triphyllum (L.) 
Schott 

Symplocarpus foetidus (L.) 
Salisb. 

Heteranthera dubia (Jacq.) 
MacMillan 
Allium ccmadense L. 
Allium tricoccum Aiton 
Asparagus officinalis L. 
Erythronium albidum Nutt. 
Erythronium americanum 
Ker Gawler 

Lilium michiganense Farw. 
Mianthemum ccmadense 
Desf. 

Mianthemum racemosa (L.) 
Link 

Mianthemum ste datum (L.) 
Link 


Hairy Solomon's-seal Polygonum pubescens 


Page 90 


The Wood Duck 


April 1995 


• Nodding Trillium 
Red Trillium 
White Trillium 

Bristly Greenbrier 

Wild Blue Flag 
Blue-eyed Grass 

Yellow Lady's-slipper 
Helleborine 

• Shining Ladies'-tresses 

• Lizard's-tail 
Balsam Poplar 
Trembling Aspen 

Bebb's Willow 
Pussy Willow 
Heart-leaved Willow 
Sandbar Willow 
Crack Willow 
Butternut 
Black Walnut 
Yellow Birch 

Blue-beech 

Ironwood 

American Beech 
Common Hackberry 
American Elm 

• Rock Elm 
False Nettle 

Clearweed 

European Stinging Nettle 
American Stinging Nettle 
Wild Ginger 
Water Smartweed 
Wild Buckwheat 
Water-pepper 
Pale Smartweed 
Lady's-thumb 
Bitter Dock 

• Water-hemp 

Common Chickweed 
Fragrant Water-lily 

White Baneberry 
Canada Anemone 
Wood Anemone 
Thimbleweed 
Wild Columbine 
Marsh-marigold 


(Willd.) Pursh 
Trillium cernuum L. 
Trillium erectum L. 
Trillium grandiflorum 
(Michx.) Salisb. 

Smilax hispida Muhlenb, ex 
Torrey 

Iris versicolor L. 
Sisyrinchium mucromtum 
Michaux 

Cypripedium calceolus L. 
Epipactis helleborine (L.) 
Crantz 

Spiranthes lucida(H. Eaton) 
Ames 

Saururus cernuus L. 
Populus balsamifera L. 
Populus tremuloides 
Michaux 

Salix bebbiana Sarg. 

Salix discolor Muhlenb. 
Salix eriocephala Michaux 
Salix exigua Nutt. 

Salix fragilis L. 

Juglans cinerea L. 

Juglans nigra L. 

Betula alleghaniensis 
Britton 

Carpinuscaroliniana Walter 
Ostrya virginiana (Miller) 
K. Koch 

Tagus grandifolia Ehrh. 
Celtis occidentalis L. 
Ulmus americana L. 

Ulmus thomasii Sarg. 
Boehmeria cylindrica (1.) 
Sw. 

Pilea pumila L. 
UrticadioicaL. ssp. dioica 
Urtica dioica L. ssp. gracilis 
Asarum ccmadense L. 
Polygonum amphibium L. 
Polygonum convolvulus L. 
Polygonum hydropiper L. 
Polygonum lapathifolium L. 
Polygonum persicaria L. 
Rumex obtusifolius L. 
Amaranthus tuberculatus 
(Moq.) J.D. Sat. 

Stellaria media (L.) Villars 
Nymphaea odorata 
Dryander ex Aiton 
Actaea pachypoda Elliot 
Anemone canadensis L. 
Anemone quinque/olia L. 
Anemone virginiana L. 
Aquilegia canadensis L, 
Caltha palustris L. 


Virgin's-bower 
Goldthread 
Swamp Buttercup 

Creeping Buttercup 
Early Meadow-rue 
Tall Meadow-rue 
Blue Cohosh 

• Twinleaf 

Moonseed 
Spicebush 
Bloodroot 
Garlic Mustard 

Cut-leaved Toothwort 

Two-leaved Toothwort 

Dame s Rocket 
Water Cress 

Grass-of-pamassus 

Foamflower 
Prickly Gooseberry 

• Skunk Currant 
Agrimony 

Smooth Juneberry 
Hawthorns 
Wild Strawberry 
White Avens 
Water Avens 
Ninebark 

Pin Cherry 
Wild Black Cherry 
Choke Cherry 
Common Blackberry 
Wild Red Raspberry 
Black Raspberry 
European Mountain-ash 
Hog-peanut 

• Groundnut 

White Clover 
European Wood-sorrel 
Herb Robert 
Petty Spurge 
Poi son-ivy 
Manitoba Maple 
Red Maple 
Sugar Maple 
Mountain Maple 
Spotted Touch-me-not 


Clematis virginiana L. 
Coptis trifolia (L.) Salisb. 
Ranunculus hispidus 
Michaux 

Ranunculus repens L. 
Thalictrum dioicum L. 
Thalictrum pubescens Pursh 
Caulophyllumthalictroides 
(L.) Michaux 
Jeffersonia diphylla (L.) 
Pers. 

Menispermum ccmadense L. 
Lindera benzoin (L.) Blume 
Sanguinaria canadensis L. 
Alliaria petiolata (Bieb.) 
Cav. & Grand 
Cardamine concatenata 
(Michaux) Schweir 
Cardamine diphylla 
(Michaux) Wood 
Hesperis matronal is L. 
Nasturtium officinale R. Br. 
ex Aiton 

Rorippa sylvestris (L.) 
Besser 

Tiarella cordifolia L. 

Ribes cynosbati L. 

Ribes glandulosum Grauer 
Agrimonia gryposepala 
Wallr. 

Amelanchier laevis Wieg. 
Crataegus spp. 

Fragaria virginiana Miller 
Geum canadense Jacq. 
Geum rivale L. 
Physocarpus opulifolius (L.) 
Maxim. 

Prunus pensylvanica L.f. 
Prunus serotina Ehrh. 
Prunus virginiana L. 

Rubus allegheniensis Porter 
Rubus idaeus L. 

Rubus occidentalis L. 
Sorbus aucuparia L. 
Amphicarpa bracteata (L.) 
Fern. 

Apios americana Medicus 

Trifolium repens L. 

Oxalis strictal L. 

Geranium robertianum L. 
Euphorbia peplus L. 

Rhus radicans L. 

Acer negundo L. 

Acer rubrum L. 

Acer saccharum Marshall 
Acer spicatum Lam. 
Impatiens capensis Meerb. 
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Wood-betony 
Common Mullein 
Water Speedwell 

English Plantain 
Common Plantain 
Buttonbush 


Pale Touch-me-not 
Common Buckthorn 
Glossy buckthorn 
Virginia Creeper 

Riverbank Grape 
Basswood 

• Small St. John's-wort 
Common St. John's-wort 
Spotted St. John's-wort 
Purple Loosestrife 
Enchanter's-nightshade 
Willow-herb 

Great Hairy Willow-herb 

Hairy Yellow 

Evening-primrose 

Water-milfoil 

Wild Sarsaparilla 

Spikenard 

Angelica 

Spotted Water-hemlock 
Wild Carrot 

• Water-pennywort 
Alternate-leaved Dogwood 
Red-osier Dogwood 
Fringed Loosestrife 
Moneywort 

• Prairie Loosestrife 

White Ash 
Red Ash 

Black Ash 
Closed Gentian 
Indian Hemp 
Swamp Milkweed 
Common Milkweed 
Hedge Bindweed 

Field Bindweed 
Viper's-bugloss 
True Forget-me-not 
Blue Vervain 
White Vervain 
Wild Basil 
Ground-ivy 

American Water-horehound 

Bugleweed 
Wild Mint 
Catnip 

Wild Marjoram 
Heal-all 

Common Skullcap 
Mad-dog Skullcap 
Marsh Hedge-nettle 
Climbing Nightshade 
Turtlehead 


Impatiens pallida Nutt. 
Rhamnus cathartica L. 
Rhamnus frangula L. 
Parthenocissus quinquefolia 
(L.) Plane 

Vitis riparia Michaux 
Tilia americana L. 
Hypericum mutilum L. 
Hypericum perforatum L. 
Hpericumpunctatum Lam. 
Lythrum salicaria L. 
Circaea lute liana L. 
Epilobium ciliatum Raf. 
Epilobium hirsutum L. 

Oenothera biennis L. 
Myriophyllum sp. 

Aralia nudicaulis L. 

Aralia racemosa L 
Angelica atropurpurea L. 
Cicuta maculata L. 

Daucus carota L. 
Hydrocotyle americana L. 
Comm altemifolia L. f. 
Cornua srolonifera Michaux 
Lysimachia ciliata L. 
Lysimachia nummularia L. 
Lysimachia quadriflora 
Sims 

Fraxinus americana L. 
Fraxinus pennsylvanica 
Marshall 

Fraxinus nigra Marshall 
Gentianaandrewsii Gri seb. 
Apocynum cannabinum L. 
Asclepias incarnata L. 
Asclepias syriaca L. 
Calystegia sepium (L.) R. 
Br. 

Convolvulus arvensis L. 
Echium vulgare L. 
Myosotis scorpioides L. 
Verbena hastata L. 

Verbena urticifolia L. 
Clinopodium vulgare L. 
Glechoma hederacea L. 
Lycopus americanus 
Muhlenb. ex Bartram 
Lycopus uniflorus Michaux 
Mentha arvensis L. 

Nepeta cataria L. 

Origanum vulgare L. 
Prunella vulgaris L. 
Scutellaria galericulata L. 
Scutellaria lateriflora L. 
Stachys palustris L. 

Solanum dulcamara L. 
Chelone glabra L. 


Rough Bed straw 
Black Elderberry 
Red Elderberry 
Feverwort 

Nannyberry 

Teasel 

Wild Cucumber 

Cardinal Flower 
Great Lobelia 
Yarrow 

Common Ragweed 
Common Burdock 
Panicled Aster 
Calico Aster 

New England Aster 
Purple-stemmed Aster 
Nodding Beggarticks 
Beggerticks 
• Indian-plantain 

Chicory 
Bull Thistle 

Philadelphia Fleabane 
Spotted Joe-pie-weed 
Boneset 

White Snakeroot 
Grass-leaved Goldenrod 

Sneezeweed 
Ox-eye Daisy 

White Lettuce 
Tall White Lettuce 
Black-eyed Susan 
Cut-leaved Coneflower 
Golden Ragwort 
Balsam Ragwort 

Canada Goldenrod 
Zigzag Goldenrod 
Tall Goldenrod 
Rough goldenrod 
Perennial Sow-thistle 
Common Dandelion 


Pedicular is canadensis L. 
Verbascum thapsus L. 
Veronica anagallis-aquatica 
L. 

Plantago lanceolata L. 
Plantago major L. 
Cephalanthus occidentalis 
L. 

Galium asprellum Michaux 
Sambucus canadensis L. 
Sambucus racemosa L. 
Triosteum aurantiacum E. 
Bickn. 

Viburnum lentago L. 
Dipsacus fullonum L. 
Echinocystis lobata 
(Michaux) T. & G. 

Lobelia cardinalis L. 
Lobelia siphiUtica L. 
Achillea millefolium L. 
Ambrosia artemisiifolia L. 
Arctium minus (Hill) Bemh. 
Aster lanceolatus Willd. 
Aster lateriflorus (L.) 
Britton 

Aster novae-angliae L. 
Aster puniceus L. 

Bidens cernua L. 

Bidens tripartita L. 

Cacalia plantaginea (Raf.) 
Shinn. 

Cichorium intybus L. 
Cirsium vulgarc (Savi) 
Tenore 

Erigeron phi lade Iphicus L. 
Eupatorium macula turn L. 
Eupatorium perfoliatum L. 
Eupatorium rugosum Houtt. 
Euthamia graminifolia (L.) 
Nutt, ex Cass. 

Helenium autumnale L. 
Leucanthemum vulgare 
Lam. 

Prenanthes alba L. 
Prenanthes altissima L. 
Rudbec/da hirta L. 
Rudbeckia laciniata L. 
Senecio aureus L. 

Senecio pauperculus 
Michaux 

Solidago canadensis L. 
Solidago flexicaulis L. 
Soligago gigantea Aiton 
Soligago rugosa Aiton 
Sonchus arvensis L. 
Taraxacum offtcinalel G. 
Weber 
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Noteworthy Bird Records 

XT . r by Rob Dobos 

^^SSSSSSSSSSf 30 ’ 1994 • 273 F " “ nderlin ' d ^ documentation is te,„i,ed b, 


Legend: 

* -first occurrence for the year 
F -first occurrence for the 
migration 

L -last occurrence for the 
migration 

HSA-Hamilton Study Area 


Plumages,etc.: 

m, -male 
f. -female 

ad. -adult 
imm. -immature 
juv. -juvenile 

1st sum. -first summer 
1st yr. -first year 
terr. -territorial 


Counties/Regions: 

Brant [Aft] 

Haldimand-Norfolk [HN] 
Hal ton [HL] 

Hamilton-Wenrworth [HW] 
Niagara [AG] 

Peel [PL] 

Waterloo [WT] 

Wellington [WL] 


JULY, AUGUST, SEPTEMBER 1994 

t 7,h PaS ' S'™ Sir °“ Lak ' 0n,ario » ff Rd r™ M 5 one 

JU ‘ ' J J lIvD ), and three there Jul 17 (KM)i early migrants included' five off Van Wagners Beach 

1 4 “ W00<ll “ < ‘ Cam «^ A »s d < R C). four a, V» Wagners Beach Aug 9 and 22 K lo we"?„ 

(Ro'bc'lB^M)*' ° ne WaS at Woodland Cemete ^ Se P 1 F ( R C); one juv. was at Grimsby Sewage Ponds [NG] Sep 3 
Horned Grebe: Two were summering off Shoreacres Jul 4-Sep 6 (RD RC) 

Red ' na< : ked Grebc: u B j rds off Shoreacres included: 20 -Jul 6 (RD), 22’-Aug 3 (RD), 28 -Aug 22 (RDl 30 -Sen 6 tvn\ .c en 
. ( RM \, Anes . t wlt h four eggs was discovered at the mouth of Appleby Creek [HL] Jul 25 (RD)' but’Aug 11 had'been found P 
abandoned; this is the first confirmed nesting for the HSA since the 1940s J V ’ g “ D tound 

ln..h!^L ? e W3S 0f l Sh A°K reaCI ^. Aug 19 L (RD) ’ and another or the was there on Sep 17 L (KM) 

Double-crested Cormorant: About 900 were off Woodland Cemetery Aug 29 (RC) 

American Bittern: One was at Copetown Bog East [HW] Jul 3 (KD) 

Marsh f/n Jul^GCV W U ' \ F (GN) ’ and ««“» from Au § 23 ' Se P 20 (MS); two were at Rattray 

SSSS “ 

S NOWY EGRET: One was at Rattray Marsh Jul 26 (JG) 

i S E Po B nd"fwgfKl A A u n 8 ^RCJHJoSr" “ P ' eSt0 " ^ ,U " 9 * ,WW “ aL * an0,her imm ' ™ ” Smithvlll. 
Green Heron: Birds at Van Wagners Ponds [HW] included: 6 -Sep 4 (RC JO) 4 -Sen 18 fRCl 1 -Sen 74 /Rn™ Mm 
Black-crowned Night-Heron: Ten were at Dundas Marsh Aug 17 (RD etal.y five wereatvi wSers PmSr R m 

loTbu ^BS EC^ m0 t, re " ,a ‘\ ed “ CC ™ ‘ A fc reidm whS ISSlSpt p'S, 

30-Sep 4 (BS,RC,JO), one white morph was at Mountsberg C.A. [WL] Sep 24 F (RvT) L J —“ 

at C °P eto u wn B°S East J “> 3 (RDW); one fi,seven juv. were at Smithville Sewage Ponds Jul 3-21 
rw’ n ~ ; T th 5 „ J r V j were tl,cre , Jul 21 (R°); four were at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Aug 14 (RD et alX 

Green-winged Teal: Birds at Windermere Basin [HW] included' 1m If -Jul 20 fRDl 5 -Jul 23 fRD RCt in Ana t\ n?n nn 

M Tollgat 9 S SiraSTf e Sewa8 ' P r" dS u' V (RD,; °" e was a ®* lle Marina^ Aug 16(M» fwfweS' 

Belch Sen 4 tRD Gnmsby Sewage Ponds Sep 3 (RD,BC,LB,KM); eight were at Van Wagners 

neacn sep 4 (kj_i,bc,KM), 75 were at Dundas Marsh Sep 11 (RD); 16 were at Hiah Level Bridse \HW\ Sen is n?n e t 
Northern Pintail: One f. was at Wlndemiere Basin Jul ?4 (Bb) L Aug 6 

Sep i2 f °MJJC) DUnd3S AU§ 17 met a ) ' three Were at Toll § ate p onds Sep 8 (RD); seven were at High Level Bridge 
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S5E3K££ ! Po^» s e ep'^4 e (?RT i " den ” ere B,Si ” AUg 21 <RC ’ BC >. 40 w ' re “ D “»^ W"b Sep 11 <RD); feu, were a, 

< RC > ; “■?*« Wi " d *™' Basin included: 2f -Aug 1 (RD.BC), 
(RD), 35 -Sep 8 (RD). 8 ’’ 2 " Aug 21 ( RD > BC )> birds at Toilgate Ponds included: 9 -Aug 12 (RD), 29 -Aug 23^ 

Gadwall: A max. of 155 were at Tuilgate Ponds Aug 10 (RD) 

J57SJ WWe “ Sm, " ,Vi " e S ' w,8e Po " d! M 3 (KM)i were a. Toilgate Ponds Jul 17 and one was there 

Mi ST« ™ ?(^C^'^ug'O f M 23 (KM ? fli « Toilgate Ponds included: 
were a, Moltig CA a£ £$$£*£ ?£?*"' A “ 8 1M6 <“* 

Ring-necked Duck: One m. was at Windermere Basin Jul 10-Aug 20 (KM et al ) 

w" toe a £i„ Xug 21 ^ e B f ) Sh0reaCre! ,Ul 6 6 <“> e ' f was a, Toilgate Ponds Jul 17 (KM); one m. was a, 

3 - WBC.LB.KM). 55 -Sep 

Oldsquaw: One m. was off Fifty Rd [HW] Aug 14 (RD,BC,KM). P l ' 

SS Vagners 2 Beach SdS n™sJ?2"“A“ KM) 4 - 

ssssssssss? 

Common Merganser: Two f. were at LaSalle Marina Sep 16 F (RD) 

SK dSeS^T 6 “ N Sh0re ° f C00,,!S Paradise lHWi Au * 25 < RC >. “ d 13 were there Sep 11 (RD) feeding on dead 
Osprey: One was over McMaster University [ HW] Jul 25 F fRCV one at rrrw a,,., ? n>m ,,, 

S3iSSw“--“ a ^Siw , » 

A “ 8 31F <BS,i one ,st yr w ‘ s over Hwy 403 ' Hamil “" [HW] Sep 5 
S? f 8 “S e/ir g ' POmlS A “ 8 4 ' SeP 3 (RD e ' WM “ D “” das A “ 8 « F (RC); 

^ 2 ssjrsri??Sc p s t /? ,,,, “ 

sssassr^cffji^s - - sap 18 « rc «-> 

Broad-winged Hawk: One imm. was at Dundas Marsh Aug 25 F (RC); 270 were over Ciappison Comers SeD 10 IRC DC RSY 
the peak count was of about 3660 at High Level Bridge Sep 18 (RC RD et al ) PP comers t>ep 1U (KC,DC,BS), 

American Kestrel: 98 were at High Level Bridge Sep , 3 (RC et al ) 

H^h Uvel Bridge Sep 17H?(Msj: W 3 ^ Patagial 138 W3S “ Windermere Basin Sep 17 (KM); singles were at 

Virginia Rail 9ne terr. was at Branchton Wetland [WT\ Jul 16 (RD BC) 

Common Moo, nen: One was at Foreman Rd Wetland [HW] Jul 2 (RD) 

^Hhm n r C ° 0t: n" 6 W&S at Marina Aug 28F ‘ Se P 1 (KM^/and two were there Sep 16 (RD) 

S a ndhill Crane. One was over St. George St, Brantford Sep 28 F (BL) P ^ ' 

Smw'liTra) B? LB KMl FI 7 tS 0 T 8h ,? 0 ,r , 5 > lHW] Aug 5 F WO; F ollgate Ponds included: l,d. -Aug 10 

(RD), lad. Sep 3 (RD.BC,LB,KM), 2juv. -Sep 11 (RD); one ad. was at Fifty Point C.A. [NG] Aug 14 (RD.BC.KM); one ad. was 
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at Dundas Marsh Aug 16-25 (RD;RC); one was at Bulls Point \HW\ Spn 11 car 

(RD) and one juv was there Sep 19 (RD) P (RC,RD), two juv. were at Windermere Basin Sep 11 

BMsal w/ndetmereB’SdS3 2 lK W kTrm,S) r 2 iuv 0ll C 1?™'”,o‘ P’lflSk 

Ponds Aug 26 (eB); four w£.7lullsPdS St^i (£cf * °" e ™ ! “ LaSalle Muina A “* 16 <■“»: thr <* « Tollgate 

0 G n™ a™'oTc ?E o?Mid7e,o™ m Rd h wln S TlT 3 KbCV ftrel ™ >; Tn.7 "FIT,” BaSin J “' 23 <»> JC.KM); 
Ponds Aug 10-18 (RD) three S™W of MUlarSL A™ an Sr? f “ “ Jul 26 (RD); one was at Tollgate 

4““ r -Au e "°rSl, %7S SR X f> ™ «? 3 Sffi -Jul 2 (KM), 

ssiv» *ri wSsjuBSSttiff£?2 

Solitary Sandpiper: One was at Smithville Sewage Ponds Jul 16 F (KM) and three were there t» 1 nrtu ot ,1 \ „ 

Spotted Sandpiper: 25 were at Smithville Sewage Ponds Jul 21 (RD); one was at Windermere Basin Se D 19 tRnt 

5d£gSP ^T&SSSi 31F ‘ A “ 8 1 < RC - WC W •» — « LaSalle Marina Aug 1,-13 

a?SStZtSSSI! 23 * ° neiuv was at Du ' ,d “ A “8 16 <“»; on. ju». was 

SS“5f TthTiXT 4 (KMX s -)„, 20-23 

p A f«i^r was - Fiftv Poini 

An'S 1 ?! IRDBCV W PCr: B ,' r ?ff Windermere included: 2 -Jul 10 F (KMX 30 -Jul 20 tRD\ 2j„ v -A ug l (KM) i< . 

SSSn-HSr-r' f* * ^, 

(Bl!kM S andp,per: 0ne ad was at Windermere Basin Aug 7F-Sep 8 (KM et a/.); one was at Tollgate Ponds Sep 11 

8*5WSTx M. luH SiS^CX^-A^lV?™ 6 )*4^ r«i'l b S BcTStr* T B ,f". w 3 , a L- 
5juv. -Aug 13 (RD), 4juv. -Aug 26 (RD) 8 ' J Aug 21 ^ IlD ’ BC )> birds at Tollgate Ponds included: 

SBSo^SfnaSvinfJ SSi Vi 'if S r?®1 W" «« F »M>; « Windemtere Basin included: 3 -Aug 1 

h oep n (KC), birds at Dundas Marsh included: 12 -Auc 16 fRC-RTYl is ^ /i?nRr r n i^A/rv #■ a * 

Gritnsby Sewage Ponds Sep I (RC), 10 wete a, Valley Inn Sep 9 (RD) ' ' ' SeP 3 (RD ' BC LB KM ). <»'" were at 

n™“ 8 ‘ ™ W-* of tk. Greenland subspecies arcica, 

wmcn nas not previously been recorded in Ontario. Later birds at Windermere Basin included: 1 -Sep 11 F (RD), 2 -Sep 18 

Stilt Sandpiper: Birds at Windermere Basin included: lad -Jul 14 * (RD) 9ad Tut 20 22 n?n ot ni\ i»a a ,a 
(RDBCKM), 1 -Aug 28 (RC); birds a, Dundas Marsh included: C Au^ $>, ta 

?^ ,f !i b ^.f!. e ^ Sand ^ per: TA T A e onl y. re P° rt was of one juv. at Windermere Basin Aug 14 * (RDwMO) 

Short-billed Dowitcher: Birds at Windermere Basin included: 3 -Jul 2 F (KM) \sriseus -Jul 14’(RD) 25ad Jul 23 ran Pt 

t\ «n 'ts, 1 r- BC) ' «”■ : Au * 11 (KM). 20 juv. -Aug 14 (KM). 2 , mb VA'S tt'o^v ScD 

24 L (RDw.MO), three were at Smtthv.lle Sewage Ponds Jul 21 (RD); two juv. were"at Tollgate Ponds Aug lo‘(RD)Tbireis at P 
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Dundas Marsh included. 3juv. -Aug 16 (RC), 10 -Aug 28 (RC); three were at Valiev Inn Aus 29 tBSt 

2£i SUL K“a" u 71 ** sepl 1L <RC - - ’ 

^ BC £> d off ,he WMer by a PCT ' 8 "“ 

» <-«-*, -s eP , , ,« P 

Sn '?' r 1 !-. JA n GE ? : 0ne juv -. was at Van Wagners Beach Sep 24 * (PR,MO RDw). 

1st sum. was at Windemere bL^^O^^ Sd J was'iferT uT ^ M 14 ' 16 iP! ;RD); one 

SSi ' 3 <RI>) - °“ e ad ™ “ “IW M 7 (RD) and a. Tomato 

Black-legged Kittiwake: One juv. was off Van Wagners Beach Sen 3 * (i?n nr . g . , RO y 

f$n$a m s^wst sgfe nr- Sep 4 * <*» HSA; »„ e jw . 

S^“hT?h^ie<Sdb^T*p a f s^c? *3 o w^Taiidi B5;sr were “v Tol ^“ p ° nds Sep 11 ,KD “ aL) ' 

Ringed Turtle Dover One escapee was at Windermere Basin Sep 3 (RD BC LB) v 

Black-billed Cuckoo: One was W of Millgrove Aug 20 L (RC) 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: One was at Merrick Field Centre, Dundas Valley [HW] Jul 13 (MS) 

Eastern Screech-Owl: One was at Shoreacres Aug 16-25 (RC). J ' 

u?u 6 WaS ^ elately re P orted from St - Augustines Cemetery, Dundas [HW] Mar 15 * IMMMnMt 

£?b"".S “ Grimsby Sewage Ponds Au g ,4 (RD « a,.). 

26 (DL GL) B liimaas Marsh Aug 28 F (RC), one was at Ramsgate Dr, Stoney Creek [HW] Sep 

SW-S U f' 5' Rd lHW] M 3 -' 6 - - - Bi*™* C.A. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: One was at Beach Ave, Brantford [AR] Sep 18 (BL). 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: One was at Windermere Basin Sep 18 F (RC) 

fTSSif 1 M 2 (RD) ' W “ “ *—* Late BO, IWL] Sep 3 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: One was at Van Wagners Ponds Sep 4F-11L (BStBL KM1 

spasssr 

oST Du ”‘“ s ™ ey w "*- 16 “ (BD;m » bs » 

Willow Flycatcher: One was at Shoreacres Aug 22 L (RD) 

F^l! ,y p C H a i C !!!. r: n W0 Were l Shoreacres Aug 16 F (RC);'one was at Dundas Marsh Sen 11 L (RD) 

S"2 e , 0n , e . was a ‘ Keison Ave [AG] Aug 24 F (RD); one juv. was at Dundas Marsh Atm 25 (RC) 

Great Crested Flycatcher: One was at Van Wagners Ponds Sep 4 L (RC JO) ° ^ 

o„TZ S™7pl?Scp“ d L C <Sr ,Ul 19 F <RD); 15 ™ e “ GrimSby S ™ a8 ' ?0MS Sep 3 ^RG.BC.LB.KM); 

Purple Martin: Two were at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Sep 1 L (RC) 

Tree Swallow: Two were at Valley Inn Sep 18 L (RD et al ) 

55 SSS about 600 wHe «■ Rd «•«»tan *ug 20 

ss. ssss -• Grimsby ^ *■* *» 3 l ( rd,bc.lb,km,. 
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Shore Cootes Paradise Sep 11 (RD); one was at Shoreacres Sep 13 (RD) 

Brown Creeper: One was at Fifty Point C.A. Sep 24 F (RDw,MO). 

Burlington Beach 2?aT Tug12'(RD)^ S ‘’ Bnmtford Jul 17 (BL ^ ; Wo were at Shoreacres Jul 6-Sep 13 (RD;RC); two were at 

Kh Wren" Ave S <* 19 F (*»)• 

Golden-crowned Kmglet: One was at Hostein Dr, Ancaster Sep 23 F(RC) 8 ' Q ' 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: One was at Van Wagners Ponds Sep 18 F (RC). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: Eight were at Dundas Marsh Aug 16 (RD). 

(^wiMOjion'e was^^Conc^ 6 W o^f Westover^[/fB^ aT?0 (RD® M 26 ^ ° nC m ' was at llth Rd E > Saltfleet Jul 31 
Veery: One was at Oriskany Woods [HN] Sep 11 L (BL). ' ' 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: One was at Hendrie Valley Sep 25 L (RDw). 

Swamson's Thrush: One was over Ancaster Aug 3 F (RC) 

Brown Thrasher: One was at Windermere Basin Sep 18 F (RC) 

WMemereKn^'"^; **"" *** (RC) “ d « ** U* Bridge (RD „ al.) Sap ,8 F, 25 were », 

A “* 2 (KM, 

Philade?phia"vireo: 0»7wi m“vSiS“?(RD *” “ V “ Wa8 ” erS Ponds Sep 4 L (RC ' J0) 

Red-eyed Vireo: One was at Kelson Ave Sep 19 L (RD) 

Blue-winged Warbler: One was at Shell Park Aug 25 L (RC) 

Pg- - » - N S ,ore Cootes Paradise (RD, Sep ,, F. 
Black-throated Blue Warbler: One f. was at Van Wagners Ponds Sep 4 F (RC JO) 

SdBHdSoU^SSr SCP 18 F ’ ^ WCre 31 Van WagDerS Ponds ( RC >- one wa s * Valley Inn and two were at High 

Black-throated Green Warbler: One was at Woodland Cemetery Sep 1 F (RC) 

Blackburnian Warbler: One was at Dundas Marsh Aug 25 F (RC) 

Palm Warbler: One was at Van Wagners Ponds Sep 11 F (RC) 

' <53$* «» « V» Wagners Ponds Sep 4 (RC.,0,. 

if 1U H r "! n i W “ rb,er: A 0ne was at Kelson Ave Aug 24 F (RD); one was at Hendrie Valiev Sen 23 L IRDwl 
[AS fjul24 a F U (GM ) tOT ' m ' ^ ^ MamnS Rd> DundaS Val!ey Jul 19 ’ 29 at Ieast ( RC ); one f was at Bedford Park Dr, Grimsby 
Wilson's Warbler: One was at Shoreacres Aug 22 F (RD); one m. was at Van Wagners Ponds Sen 18 L (RC) 
onewas 16 " (RD) ' " ta 3t Shore.cres/Shell Pafk/DunL iLsh Aug 25 (RC); 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: One was at Van Wagners Ponds Sep 25 L (RC) 
indigo Bunting: One juv. was at Hendrie Valley Sep 26 L (RDw). 

Lincoln's Sparrow: Two were at Van Wagners Ponds Sep 18 F (RC), 

Swamp Sparrow: One was at Windermere Basin Sep 18 F (RC) 

White-throated Sparrow: One was at Tollgate Ponds Sep 11 F (RC) 

White-crowned Sparrow: Five were at Windermere Basin and one was at Van Wagners Beach Sen 18 F IRC) 

oS,Zk A„g ,0ClUded: 3 -** 6 F 10 -Aug 16 (RC), 431 -Aug 2 S '(RC); 10 were at 

s,> Br “ tford Sep 20 F <BL,; 12 were “ Fiay p ° im ca sep 24 (RD ”- M0 »1 - ™ 
Northern Oriole: Two were at Woodland Cemetery Sep 1 L (RC). 
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American Goldfinch: One ieucistic bird was at Woodland Cemetery Aug 25 (RC). 


Please send your bird records for October to February by March 

4S3, or phone (519) 888-0553. * 


10 to Rob Dobos, 178 Cedarbrae Ave., Waterloo, Ont, N2L 


Hamilton Birding Hotline: 648-9537 


Getting to Know the Board 

Doris Rundle 
Social Director 
As the child of missionaries 
working in Western China, I spent 
my summer holidays at a cottage in 
the mountains near the sacred Mount 
Omei. Here I shared the mountains, 
the streams and the wildlife with my 
friends and family. At ten, I took a 
ten day hiking trip back into the 
extensive mountain ranges bordering 
the Chengtei plain. At fourteen, a 
friend, her parents and two of our 
teachers travelled to the grasslands 
of Tibet. My father took two of my 
brothers and I on a long walking trip 
through mountain ranges and valleys 
behind Mount Omei. All these 
experiences with their natural 
beauties have given me a love of the 
out-of-doors and the wonders of our 
earth. 

A biology teacher in grade 10. 
introduced us to 6:30 a.m. 
birdwatching on the campus of the 
university where we lived. 

Working later as a physical 
education teacher, I have enjoyed 
camping and hiking with my 
students. An introduction to bird 
study and flower identification 
seemed to fall to me as one of the 
leaders. 

Since retirement, I have 
broadened my knowledge and 
interests by travels around the world 
on nature trips. 

As Social Director I have two 


areas of responsibility: 

1. To prepare and maintain 
the name tags for the 
membership. An updated 
list is provided by the 
Membership Director. The 
tags are laid out at each 
general meeting for the 
members to wear. As new 
members join, the Social 
Director is responsible for 
preparing the name tags. 

2. To provide refreshments at 
all regular monthly 
meetings. Coffee and sweet 
cider are purchased and 
presented for the social 
time after the meeting at 
most meetings. Tim Horton 
donuts are served. At the 
December meeting, the 
members are invited to 
donate squares and 
cookies. The June meeting 
is hosted by the Executive 
at the RBG Nature Centre 
in the form of a pot luck 
supper. At the regular 
meetings, donations are 
requested to cover costs. 

The December meeting is 
free to all. A cupboard on 
the next floor of the RBG 

■ is provided for the storage 
of mugs and cleaning 
supplies and the felt boards 
for the name tags. $ 



My Bird List of 
1931-1932 
at Hamilton 

by W W. Judd 
When Westdale Collegiate 
opened in Hamilton in 1930, I was 
in the first class to enter and walked 
out there daily along Main Street 
from 17 Queen Street South at the 
comer of King Street, the Rectory of 
All Saints Church of which my 
father was Rector. I took a zoology 
course taught by Mr. Herbie Inman 
who used the volume "Zoology for 
High Schools" (1929) by J.F. 

Calvert and J.H. Cameron as the 
text-book. My copy has since been 
put in the archives of the Mcllwraith 
Field Naturalists of London, for both 
authors taught biology in London 
and were presidents of the 
Mcllwraith Club. 

What got me going on the bird 
list was the presence of a Screech 
owl holed up in a tree on George 
Street just west of Queen Street, in 
March of 1931. It gave out with its 
tremulous call overnight and during 
the day sat in the opening of its 
home gazing at passersby with an 
unblinking stare. 

Most of the observations were 
made around Hamilton, in the 
Dundas Marsh and in the ravine 
opposite Westdale Collegiate while 
others were made farther afield in 
Toronto, Erindale, Binbrook, 

Dunnville and South Cayuga. The 
handwritten list is now in the 
archives of the Mcllwraith Club (of 
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which I am archivist), accession no. 
574, in the Public Library in 
London. 

1931 

March 19 Screech Owl: Hamilton, 
in tree, dull day 

March 25 Grackle: Hamilton, in 
tree, dull day 

March 26 Robin: Hamilton, on 

lawn, apparently looking 
for worms 

Starling: Hamilton, on 
roof, dull day 
English Sparrow: 
Hamilton, on roof, dulj 
day 

Song Sparrow: 

Westdale, in cat-tail 
swamp, fine day 
Red-winged Blackbird: 
Westdale, swamp, male 
Killdeer: Westdale, field, 
fine day 

Downy Woodpecker: 
Toronto, Rosedale ravine, 
in tree 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: 
Toronto, Rosedale ravine 
Herring gull: Dundas 
Marsh, fine day 
Belted Kingfisher: 
Westdale ravine, on 
branch above stream 
Junco: Hamilton 
Mountain, fine day 
Flicker: Westdale ravine, 
fine day 

Meadowlark: Westdale, 
field, dark day 
American Bittern: 
Westdale, swamp, fine 
day 

Red-winged Blackbird: 
Westdale, female, 
swamp, fine day 
Yellow Warbler: 

Westdale, male, bushy 
hillside 

Catbird: Westdale, 
woody hill, dull day 
Goldfinch: Westdale, 
field, dull day 
Redstart: Westdale, 


male, bushy hillside, dull 
day 

Black-and-white 
Warbler: Westdale, 
bushy hillside 
Magnolia Warbler: 
Westdale, trees in field, 
dull day 
Parula Warbler: 

Westdale, bushy hillside, 
dull day 

Black-throated Blue 
Warbler: Westdale, 
bushy hillside 
White-crowned Sparrow: 
Westdale, wooded hill 
May 13 Goldfinch: Westdale, 

female, weedy field, dull 
day 

Wood Thrush: Westdale, 
wooded hillside, dull day 
May 15 Baltimore Oriole: 

Westdale, low bush, fine 
day 

May 18 Bobolink: Westdale, 
field, fine day 

May 19 Nighthawk: Hamilton, 

hijpi in air, late afternoon 
May 21 Bluejay: Erindale, low 
bush, dull day 

May 25 Red-headed Woodpecker: 
Binbrook, in tree, dark 
day 

Spotted Sandpiper: 

South Cayuga, on beach, 
dull day 

Bluebird: Dunnville, in 
tree, fine day 
Bam Swallow: South 
Cayuga, at barn, dull day 
May 27 Indigo Bunting: 

Westdale, woods, fine 
day 

May 30 Kingbird: Dunnville, 
perched on fence, dull 
day 

June 3 Chimney Swift: 

Dunnville, flying, fine 
day 

1932 

May 12 Cliff Swallow: Dundas, 
nesting in cliff, fine day 
May 14 Greater Yellowlegs: 

Dundas Marsh, flying, 


fine day 

May 18 Scarlet Tanager: 

Westdale ravine, male, in 
tree, fine day 
Phoebe: Westdale 
ravine, in tree, fine day 

In 1946, I returned to Hamilton 
as a member of the Zoology 
Department of McMaster University 
from then until 1950. I joined the 
Hamilton Nature Club and at its 
meeting of April 7, 1947, spoke on 
"Plants of the Dundas Marsh". I was 
elected 2nd Vice-president in 1949 
but got no farther in the club's 
hierarchy, having left for London 
and the University of Western 
Ontario in 1950. I became a life 
member of the Hamilton Club on 
September 10, 1976 and have 
continued receiving the WOOD 
DUCK which keeps me in touch 
with what is going on in the world 
of nature in Hamilton. 


Calling All Naturalists 

by Don McLean 

What's alive in Red Hill Valley? 
The HNC has been asked to find 
out. As part of the Red Hill 
Revitalization Project being 
undertaken by the Hamilton Region 
Conservation Authority, the Club is 
being paid to produce a 
comprehensive biological inventory 
of the 1600 acre valley. The work is 
already underway and field 
biologists are being hired to work on 
butterflies, reptiles and amphibians, 
fish and aquatic communities, 
vascular plants and vegetation 
communities, and birds, both 
breeding and migratory. To 
supplement their work, we are 
asking all Club members to record 
and submit all their sightings from 
the valley area in 1995. Specifically, 
we are looking for assistance with 


April 2 


April 11 

April 12 
April 17 

April 18 
April 20 
April 28 
May 1 

May 8 
May 11 

May 12 
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the spring and fall bird migrations. 
Recording forms for sightings will 
be available at the next Club 
meeting or can be obtained by 
calling Don McLean at 
905-664-8796. 

The Red Hill Revitalization 
Project is being funded by the 
provincial government, with S3.2 
million allocated in the first year. 
Along with the biological inventory, 
an archeological inventory is also 
taking place. Stream monitoring and 
assessment, environmental 
rehabilitation, and planting of native 
species are also part of the project, 
along with a general cleanup of 
debris that is already underway. 
About a third of the money is 
earmarked for the development of 
trails in the valley which will link 
the Bruce Trail on the Escarpment 
with the Waterfront Trail running 
along the shore of Lake Ontario 
from Hamilton to Trenton. Another 
third will be used to plan and begin 
construction of a World Biosphere 
Interpretative Centre in the valley. 

The HNC inventory is a vital 
part of the long term plans for the 
area. It will establish baseline 
biological information and develop 
monitoring protocols that will track 
the progress of the restoration work, 
and provide the basis for 
interpretative programmes at the 
World Biosphere Centre. This is a 
tremendous opportunity for Club 
members to contribute to the 
protection and enhancement of this 
important natural area, by doing 
exactly what we most enjoy doing 
1 observing nature and recording 
its features. <9 




Anil 29. 1995 9 ajn. 

Volunteers are needed to plant 
1500 native tree whips and seedlings 
on the slope at Princess Point. The 
trees are being provided by the City 
of Hamilton Green Streets Funding 
as part of an over all larger project 
to plant several areas m the city. 

All ages are welcome; the Junior 
Nats are also participating. Please 
bring shovels and a lunch. Contact: 
Margaret Walton 546-4184 days; 
627—7361 evenings for more 
information. Or, just show up! 


Community Service 
Opportunity 

Hamilton—Wentworth Planning & 
Development Department is seeking 
a Volunteer with Technical expertise 
to be a member of the 
Environmentally Significant Areas 
Impact Evaluation Group. 

The group assists the Planning & 
Development department in 
assessing development proposals 
within environmentally significant 
areas. Members are not paid and are 
appointed for a 3 year term. This 
position requires 5-6 hours a rtionth 
split into 3 activities: a monthly 
meeting, reading relevant material 
and site inspection. 

The group has members with 


practical experience representing a 
range of disciplines. In order to 
complement the existing range of 
expertise we are particularly 
interested in hearing from 
individuals with a background in 
Terrestrial Ecology and/or Botany. 
If you are interested please submit a 
letter of interest by April 21, 1995 
to: 

Norman Ragetlie 
Planning and Development 
Department 
14th Floor 
119 King St. W. 
Hamilton, ON 
L8N 3V9 
Fax 546-4364 
Phone 546-2153 


Welcome New Members 

The HNC extends a warm welcome 
to the following new members who 
have joined the Club since January. 

Marty Albert 
Dave Curow 
Ross Hollwey 
Claudia Hudson 
Gayle Hutchings 
George Koblyk 

Jon Lazarowich & Ruthann Peariso 

Jean and William Livingston 

J.J. Matson 

Lisa Murray-Doran 

Mr. and Mrs. George Sarapa 

Rob Tonus 

David and Eleanor Wood & Family 
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The following article about the 
Hamilton-Wentworth Regional 
Official Plan is taken from The 
Citizens' Guide to the Protection of 
the Natural Areas of 
Hamilton-Wentworth written by 
Jocelyn Neysmith and published by 
The Hamilton Naturalists' Club. This 
Guide is available free to anyone 
interested in learning how to protect 
the environment. If you are interested 
in obtaining a copy, contact our 
Conservation Director, Brian 
Me Hattie 627-3499. 

The Hamilton-Wentworth 
Regional 
Official Plan 

What Provincial Policies affect 
the Regional Official Plan? 

The Hamilton-Wentworth 
Regional Official Plan is influenced 
by provincial legislation and 
guidelines. Provincial legislation has 
been enacted, establishing special 
planning areas monitored by the 
Niagara Escarpment Commission 
(NEC) and the Parkway Belt West 
Plan system which affect planning 
decisions in Hamilton-Wentworth. 
The provincial Food Land Guidelines 
have also been incorporated into the 
Official Plan. 

1. Niagara Escarpment 
Commission (NEC) 

The lands identified in the 1985 
Niagara Escarpment Plan are 
governed by the NEC, meaning that 
any proposed development in these 
areas may not proceed until a permit 
has been issued under their 
development control system. The 
purpose of the Niagara Escarpment 
Plan is "to provide for the 
maintenance of the Niagara 
Escarpment and land in its vicinity 
substantially as a continuous natural 
environment and to ensure only such 
development occurs as is compatible 
with the natural environment". 
(Niagara Escarpment Planning and 
Development Act, 1992). 


If you think that your property or 
a natural area you are concerned 
about may be within the Niagara 
Escarpment Planning Area, determine 
lot number and concession 
information at your local municipal 
offices. With this information, the 
Niagara Escarpment Commission is 
usually able to tell you over the 
telephone whether or not the property 
is affected. The local office's address 
is: 

166 Main Street West 

Grimsby, Ontario 

L3M 1S3 

Telephone: 905-945-9235 

Planner for Hamilton-Wentworth: 

Stephen Stone 

NEC Georgetown headquarters' 

number: 905-877-5191. 

2. Parkway Belt West Plan 

The lands belonging to the 
Parkway Belt West Plan area are 
specified in the Parkway Belt West 
Plan Act. Because it is provincial 
legislation, is takes precedence over 
the Regional Official Plan, and thus 
development in these areas is subject 
to the policies of the Parkway Belt 
West Plan. "The major objectives of 
the Parkway Belt System are to 
separate and define the boundaries of 
urban areas, link urban areas with 
each other for the movement of goods 
and people, provide a land reserve for 
future linear facilities, and to provide 
a system of linked open space and 
recreational facilities." 
(Hamilton-Wentworth Official plan, 
1988). 

3. Food Land Guidelines 

The policies of the Food Land 
Guidelines are incorporated into the 
Regional Official Plan: "The 

guidelines require that Agricultural 
soils of high food producing 
capability including areas producing 
specialty crops (e.g. fruits, vegetables, 
tobacco, etc.) be identified and 
protected for continued and/or future 
food production. The Guidelines 
further require that if such lands are 


converted to urban uses, justification 
must be given that no viable 
alternatives are available. These 
Guidelines are used in reviewing and 
approving Official Plans and 
considering development proposals in 
agricultural areas." 
(Hamilton-Wentworth Official Plan, 
1988). 

The Draft Hamilton-Wentworth 
Regional Official Plan, called 
Towards a Sustainable Region 

• has been passed by Regional 
Council 

• currently under review by the 
Provincial Government who 
must approve the final plan 

• will then go to Regional Council 

• finally, it must be approved 
by the Ministry of Municipal 
Affairs 

• the revised Official Plan will 
incorporate the 
Hamilton-Wentworth Natural 
Areas Inventory 
recommendations (Section 
3.2) as a replacement for the 
1976 Ecologistics study. 

• sets out the general 
direction(s) of expansion for 
the entire Region 

• the land use designation 
by-laws and public works 
outlined must be incorporated 
into Area Municipality 
Official Plans — Area 
Municipalities' Official Plans 
must conform to the Regional 
Official Plan 

• the Hamilton-Wentworth 
Planning Area encompasses 
these Area Municipalities: 

1) Town of Ancaster 

2) Town of Dundas 

3) Town of Flamborough 

4) Township of Glanbrook 

5) City of Hamilton 

6) City of Stoney Creek 
(Hamilton-Wentworth Act, 1980) 

The Area Municipal Official Plan 
Each Area Municipality in 
Hamilton-Wentworth also has an 
Official Plan, which details more 
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specifically the future growth of the 
city, town or township. 

The area municipal Official Plan 
is implemented through: 

• Zoning By-laws (see Section 4.5) 

• Site plan control, exercised 
over certain developments 
(e.g. commercial sector, 
apartment buildings) which 
set specific requirements for 
the physical design and layout 
of a site, including such 
things as location of exits and 
parking, access, drainage and 
landscaping. 

When was my municipality's Official 
Plan last revised? 

• Ancaster: 1985 

• Dundas: 1982 (council 

passed a motion in the fall of 
1992 to undertake a revision 
of the Official Plan, but it 
was decided that Town 
planners would await 
finalization of the Regional 
Official Plan before starting 
work on a new Plan to ensure 
conformity with the 'upper' 
plan) 

• Flamborough: 1988 

• Glanbrook: 1985 

• Hamilton: 1982 (a revision 
of the Official Plan was 
undertaken in 1989-90, and 
parts of the new Plan are 
currently being contested at 
he Ontario Municipal Board 
(OMB). Hamilton's revised 
Official Plan will come into 
effect once a decision is made 
by the OMB to accept, 
change or reject the disputed 
sections) 

• Stoney Creek: 1993 

Note: if your municipal Official 
Plan has not been revised for more 
than five years, it should be 
considered outdated. If this is the 
case, an argument can be made that 
any new development proposals 
should be delayed until the Official 
Plan can be revised. 


Note: before a new Official Plan 
is adopted, citizens may appeal 
sections to the Ontario Municipal 
Board (see Chapter 6). 

Copies of the Regional and 
Municipal Official Plans can be 
found in municipal offices as well 
as the 'Government documents' 
section of local libraries in 
Ancaster, Dundas, Flamborough 
and the Hamilton Public Library. 

Official Plan amendments 

How is an Official Plan amended? 

• Amendments to the Regional 
Official Plan usually occur as 
the result of a re-zoning 
application by the property 
owner (usually a developer or 
a private citizen). 

• Amendments to an Area 
Municipality Official Plan 
may be the result of a 
re-zoning application 

• Citizens can move to amend 
Official Plans too (e.g. 
recommending additions of 
new Environmentally 
Sensitive Area, ESA) 

Also, a revision of the Regional 
Official Plan may create a need for an 
amendment to the affected Area 
Municipality's Official Plan. 

The amendment process... 

The amendment process is 
essentially the same as the process of 
approving a new or revised Official 
Plan 

• First, regional or municipal 
Council must initiate a plan 
review or amendment (the 
subject of which may be 
requested by an individual or 
Council itself), plans and 
documentation are prepared, 
usually involving consultation 
with interested ministries, 
agencies or organizations. In 
the event that these parties 
are not consulted, you can 
request their comments 
(Section 4.9). Notice of a 


public meeting is also given 
at this stage (usually through 
the local newspaper). 

• Once council has heard the 
views expressed at a public 
meeting and has reviewed the 
proposal, it renders a decision 
to either adopt, change or 
deny the revision or 
amendment. 

• Once the notice of the 
decision has been issued, 
anyone wishing to appeal the 
decision may request referral 
to the Ontario Municipal 
Board (OMB), but must do so 
within 20 days of notice 
being given; notice may be 
given generally, through the 
local paper, and specifically 
to those who requested to be 
placed on the mailing list of 
notification. 

• If there is an appeal, the 
OMB will hold a public 
hearing and their decision is 
considered as final. They may 
opt to dismiss the appeal, but 
such a decision is uncommon. 

• If no appeal is registered, the 
Official Plan is sent to the 
Minister of Municipal Affairs 
for final approval. In the case 
of area municipalities is 
Hamilton-Wentworth, 
Official Plan amendments are 
approved by the Region. Now 
development is allowed to 
proceed before the OMB 
gives its decision or the 
amendment is given final 
approval. 

As noted in the Planning Act 
(1990), the "clerk of the municipality 
shall give written notice of the 
passing of the by-law [or adoption of 
the Official Plan] in the manner and 
in the form and to the persons and 
agencies prescribed and the notice 
shall specify the last day for filing a 
notice of appeal". 
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The Zoning By-law 

What is a Zoning By-law? 

A zoning by-law is used to define 
specifically which land uses are 
permitted in zones of the 
municipality. An area may be zoned 
agricultural, commercial, industrial, 
open space or residential. Zoning 
by-laws also specify standards for 
any development which may occur, 
for example the minimum lot size on 
which a house may be built. 

How is a Zoning By-law amended? 

Amendments to a Zoning By-law 
may occur as a result of a request 
made for a use or development not 
alio current By-law. Any proposed 
change to the zoning that is not a 
minor nature will require a re-zoning. 

The amendment process for a 
re-zoning is much the same as the 
process for an Official Plan 
amendment. However, the City, Town 
or Township Clerk must inform 
residents whose properties ae within 
120 metres of the affected area of the 
date and time of the public meeting 
and of the passing of die By-law. 


World’s Slowest to Fly 

Great Albatross, Royal and 
Wandering: the bulky young birds sit 
very quietly in the nest. They have 
two successive coats of down and are 
brooded by a parent for the first 3-5 
weeks after which they are visited and 
fed at intervals on regurgitated food. 
As the time approaches to leave, they 
fidget and flap. Most fly straight from 
the nest, especially if inland. Late 
developing young may swim out to 
sea if they can reach the water. When 
fledging takes as long as this, the 
parents can breed only once in 2 
years. 

Re-printed from World Birds by 
Brian P. Martin. 



Simcoe County 
Wetlands Festival 
May 5-6-7 

Ducks Unlimited Canada and 
the Wye Marsh Wildlife 
Centre 

are lining up a weekend 
of activities to celebrate 
the second annual 
Simcoe County Wetlands 
Festival. 

Events include bus tours, 
ribbon cutting ceremonies at 
several new wetland projects, 
walks led by interpreters and 
a county-wide bird watching 
contest known as the 
Barrie Birdathon. 
Fabulous prizes will be awarded. 

For information contact: 

Wye Marsh Wildlife Center 
705-526-7809 
Ducks Unlimited Canada 
705-721-4444 


Nature Walkathon 

On Saturday, June 3rd, the annual 
Nature Walkathon is taking place in 
Hamilton. The Walkathon Committee 
has been working hard to find the 
most interesting and challenging trails 
through local natural areas. 


It's not too early to begin training for 
this challenging event. Nor is it too 
early to begin lining up sponsors for 
your trek. The Co-ordinator 
promises that this year will be even 
more exciting and varied than last 
year. So, get your walking shoes on 
and get going! If you need more 
information call: Don McLean 

664-8796. 


Hawks! 
Eagles! 

Bill Clark, 
author of the 
Peterson Field 
Guide to Hawks 
of North 
America, will be 
in Hamilton on Friday, April 21 and 
Saturday, April 22. He will give a 
slide presentation each evening at 
7:30 p.m. at the Canada Centre for 
Inland Waters. 

The Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch 
and Hamilton Naturalists' Club are 
co-sponsoring Mr. Clark's visit. 
Tickets to one or both evening 
presentations are $10 for members of 
either organization and $15 for 
non-members. One ticket covers 
both evenings. 

Tickets may be obtained from: 

Roslynne Price 
83-5045 Pinedale Ave., 

Burlington 
L7L 5J6 
905-681-2276 

Mike Street 
73 Hatton Dr. 

Ancaster 
L9G 2H5 
905-648-3737 

Bruce Duncan 
1049 Kirkwall Rd. 

RR 1, Dundas 
L9H 5E1 
519-622-4709 
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Tree Plan Canada 

Presents 

a one day workshop on 

invasive Exotic 

Woody Plant Species 

April 11,1995 

I Urban Forests Centre 

| University of Toronto 

! Earth Sciences Centre 


l 

/■wry 

The Kortright Centre 

; 5 Bancroft Ave. 

$69.55 (Lunch & GST inc.) 


Presents 

This is a must opportunity for 


"Wildlife — Yours To Recover" 

anyone interested in building 


A National Wildlife Week Event 

knowledge regarding the impact 
of Invasive Exotic Woody Plant Species 

1 

April 9, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

in urban and rural Ontario. 


The highlight of the days events is 

The agenda includes prominent speakers, 


a series of informative presentations 

a video presentation and exhibits in 


conducted by three of Ontario's 

the morning. The afternoon features 


leading field biologists from the 

field tours to local ravines and 


Natural Heritage Information Centre. 

wooded areas to observe the extent 


Admission: S4.25 adults; S2.50 students 

of invasion by these species. 


and seniors 

For more information CALL 613-225-3722 


For information call: 905-832-2289 


The Doug Tarry Bird Study Awards 
For Young Ornithologists 

The Doug Tarry Bird Study Awards promote the development of ornithological talents and interests in Canadian 
teenagers. Recipients of the awards attend a week-long workshop/natural history camp at Lang Point Bird 
Observatory (LPBO), located on the north shore of Lake Erie, Ontario. 

The Doug Tarry Young Ornithologists' Workshop is a major component of the Observatory's educational program. 
Since its inception in the mid 1970s, the Workshop has been the jumping-off point for many of today's most 
talented held biologists. Thanks to the keen foresight and generosity of humanitarian and naturalist Doug Tarry, 
the Workshop is now offered FREE to selected applicants. This year, the Workshop is being held from Sunday, 
2 July to Sunday 9 July 1995. 

The Workshop focuses on "hands-on" learning and training in field ornithology, providing a unique opportunity 
for like-minded teenagers to markedly enhance their knowledge and skills in the scientific study and aesthetic 
enjoyment of birds. Participants learn how to identify, age and sex birds, and to study their populations and 
behaviour. Careful and skilled instructors teach the secrets of bird handling and banding techniques, how to 
prepare specimens for scientific study, and an array of bird censusing techniques. Regular afternoon field trips are 
taken to places of biological interest within the internationally designated Long Point Biosphere Reserve. Evenings 
too are busy with slide presentations and nocturnal field work. 

Space is limited to 6 participants, ranging in age from 13-18 years old. The Award covers all direct costs of the 
workshop (accommodation, meals, travel while at Long Point, and professional instruction), but recipients are 
responsible for their transportation to Long Point. Prospective participants are invited to request an application 
form from: Rosie Kirton, Long Point Bird Observatory, Box 160, Port Rowan, Ontario NOE 1M0 (fax 
519-586-3532). 

Applications are due 1 May 1995 
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MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Monday, April 10, 8:00 p.m. 

Location: RBG Centre 

680 Plains Rd. West 
Burlington 

Whales of the St. Lawrence 
and Orcas of Johnson Strait 

Brian McHattie 


Monday, May 8, 8 p. m. 

Location: RBG Centre 

680 Plains Rd. West 
Burlington 

Priaries and Badlands 

Derek Kirkland 


Monday, April 17, 7:30 p.m. 

Bird Study Group 

Location: RBG Nature Centre, 
Arboretum, 

Old Guelph Rd. 

Dundas 

This is an informal but interesting 
meeting featuring a discussion of recent 
bird sightings, an identification session 
and a workshop, film or set of slides 
about some aspect of birds. If you're a 
beginner birdwatcher, come out to learn 
more about birds. If you're an expert 
birder, come out to share your knowledge 
and enthusiasm. This month will feature: 
— Harry Vogel - Canadian Lakes Loon 
Survey. 

Organizer: Bruce Duncan 519- 
622-4709 


Thursday, April 27, 7:30 p.m. 

Plant Study Group 

Location: Gage Park Depot, 

(near Greenhouses), 

Hamilton. 

The Plant Study Group is an informal 
meeting of those interested in plants and 
who wish to share ideas and learn more 
about this fascinating aspect of the natural 
world. Whether a beginner or a seasoned 
botanist, come out and enjoy the lively 
discussions. This month will feature: 

_ To be announced 

Organizers: Lyn Hanna-Folkes 
648-1945 

April Severin 577-9277 


Monday April 24, 7:30 p.m. 

Conservation/Education 
Study Group 

Location: Rasberry House 
RBG Arboretum 
Old Guelph Road 
Dundas 

Follow signs to Rasberry House 
Are you interested in learning how to 
protect and educate people about natural 
areas? Have fun learning with us! This 
group meets monthly to discuss topics 
realating to the protection and 
rehabilitation of natural areas, An 
informative presentation and question and 
answer period take place at each meeting 
followed by a discussion of issues that 
participatns are actively working on. This 
is the place to bring your ideas for new 
and better strategies to protect nature. 
The month will feature: 

Kim Gavine - FON 
Wetlands/Woodlands/Wildlife 

Organizer: Brian McHattie 905-627- 
3499 


UPCOMING EVENTS 

March 1 to May 15 

Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch 
Contact: Mike Street 648-3737 

Sunday April 9 7:30 a.m. 

Spring Flight 

The last few springs have seen good 
flights of Red-throated Loons through our 
area. Meet at RBG Headquarters. 

Leader: Rob Dobos 519-888-0553 

Friday April 14 10:00 a.m. 

Come Home to Red Hill 
"Friends of Red Hill Valley" encourages 
everyone to continue the Hamilton 
tradition of spending Good Friday in the 
valley. There will be a choice of family 
hikes in all parts of the 1600 acre urban 
wilderness. 

Contact: Don McLean 664-8796 

Saturday May 6 Morning 

Natural Areas Clean-up 
Contact: John Struger 547-5116 

Sunday May 7 9:00 a.m. 

Clean-up at Short Hills 
Leader: John Fischer 643-3837 

Saturday May 13 9:00 a.m. 

Spring at Spooky Hollow 
Leaders: Patricia & Brian Burgon 

648-6153 

Sunday May 14 9:00 a.m. 

North Cayuga Slough Forest 
Leader: Marina Martin 772-3246 

Friday May 26 8:00 p.m. 

Moths 

Leader: Bob Curry 648-6895 


The March WOOD DUCK was assembled 
and mailed by: 

Jo Harschnitz 
Norm Pomfret 
lan Reid 
Maria Sedgwick 
Jim and Jean Stollard 
Phyllis Vair 

Thanks everyone! 
















